
LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING OFFICER’S ASSOCIATION (LETOA)

FALL CONFERENCE – SEPTEMBER 10-12, 2008

HISTORIAN’S REPORT

On September 10-12, 2008, the Law Enforcement Training Officer’s Association (LETOA) fall conference was held at the Plaza Hotel & Suites in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, and was attended by 93 trainers.  Several changes were implemented for this conference as a result of past evaluations.  Corrections Trainer’s were invited to attend, and break-out sessions were re-introduced this year. 

Wednesday started with registration and handout materials. Eau Claire’s Color Guard did a wonderful job.  After the general session, two plenary sessions were offered.  A Law Enforcement Legal Update presented by Dave Perlman and a Corrections Legal Update presented by Kathryn (Kitty) Anderson.

This year’s conference included the addition of a specific block of time set aside for vendors to speak to the group as a whole, to promote their products/services.  This was well received by the members.

The afternoon on 09/10/08 offered a variety of break-out sessions:

Edged Weapon Survival – by Dave Young

Factors Influencing the Use of Force in a Correctional Facility – by Gary Klugiewicz,


Marty Drapkin, Kevin Rathburn, Pete Jaskulski, and Bob Willis

Using “Starpower” for Ethics Training – by Ron Connolly

FTO Pitfalls – by Dennis Saager

A cookout on Wednesday evening was hosted by the Chippewa Valley Technical College’s Criminal Justice Club at Carson Park in Eau Claire.  Burgers, brats, and beer…what more could you ask for?

Thursday 09/11/08  - Day 2 was a day of more break out sessions:

CERT Team Instructor Recertification – by Gary Klugiewicz

Ground Escapes/Survival – by Dave Young

Supervising an Officer-Involved Shooting: Do’s & Don’t s – by Craig Busche

Handgun Retention Tactics – by Dave Young 

The highlight of the conference is the Awards Banquet, which is held on Thursday evening.  The Board had the privilege of presenting both the Trainer of the Year and the Training Coordinator of the Year Awards.  

Trainer of the Year is an 8-½ year veteran of the Marathon County Sheriff’s Department, Lieutenant Chad Billeb.  He is an instructor in Firearms, Taser, PCS, Report Writing, and Active Shooter.  Chad also works adjunct for North Central Technical College.  His career in law enforcement has spanned a total of 15 years. 

Training Coordinator of the Year, Jerry Halbleib, is currently a Law Enforcement Specialist with the Chippewa Valley Technical College, and has served there since 1996. 

Jerry started at the tech as a training coordinator in 1996, and moved into his current position in 1998.  Prior to that, he served 28 years with the Wisconsin State Patrol.

The hospitality room was part of the festivities on both Wednesday and Thursday nights, giving members a chance to re-acquaint with old friends and make new contacts.   

Friday commenced with the President’s breakfast.  Sgt. Marcus Young – Training the Will to Survive - was an excellent presentation. Sgt Young survived a violent (shooting)

encounter with a suspect in 2003, and in which Sgt Young was critically injured.  He provided insight and inspiration to the trainers.   

Ken Hammond from Training & Standards then offered the group an updated report from the Training & Standards Bureau, including the use of WILENET, and recertification of instructors.

Friday morning ended with the general meeting, elections, and the door prizes.

Elections results:  

President:  

Brian Fiene

2010

Vice President:  
Monica Barman
2010

Secretary: 

Dave Forsythe
 
2009

Treasurer: 

Ian Nishimoto

2009

Historian:

Jay Karner

2009

Director:

Ron Connolly

2009

Director:

Aaron Goldstein
2009

Director:

James Hitt

2009

Director:

Julie Thobaben
2010

Director:

Ty Thompson

2010

Ex-Officio

Ken Hammond
Non-exp

Respectfully submitted,

Monica Barman/Historian 2008

